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BOOK NOTICES. 

The Harriman Alaska Expedition, Edited by C. Hart Merriam, 2 
Vols. 383 pp. , illustrated, Doubleday, Page 6° Co. 

This is easily the most beautiful geographical work of the year, 
if not of many years. The text is printed on large paper, and is 
accompanied by 39 exquisite coloured plates, 85 photogravure plates, 
240 figures in the text, and 5 maps. The subjects of the pictures 
in colour are landscapes, birds, mammals, and flowers. Most of the 
illustrations are from photographs by members of the expedition; 
about s, 000 were taken. There is a preface by Mr. Edward H. 
Harriman, patron of the expedition, and this is followed by an 
introduction by Dr. Merriam. 

The expedition was planned as a summer cruise for family and 
friends in 1899. It was extended to take in a large group of scien- 
tific observers, and route and plans were fully accommodated to 
their needs and studies. A specially-chartered ship conveyed the 
party, with an outfit of naphtha launches, a library, and every con- 
venience for work. In addition to the scientific party, a number of 
artists, taxidermists, photographers, and stenographers accompanied 
the expedition. Organization was effected into a large number of 
special committees, for plans, lectures, and various departments of 
scientific observation. Several members of the party will be named 
in connection with chapters contributed by them to these volumes. 
Among others were F. V. Coville, Curator of the National Herba- 
rium, Professor B. K. Emerson of Amherst College, and Mr. G. K. 
Gilbert of the United States Geological Survey. The plans were 
carried out with the co-operation of the Washington Academy of 
Science, and a large amount of data and considerable collections 
were gathered, which will form the basis of a series of technical 
publications. These later volumes will deal with geology, paleon- 
tology, zoology, and botany. 

The narrative of the cruise is by John Burroughs, and occupies 
118 pages. The voyage began at Seattle and followed the inside 
route, with frequent landings, including a railway trip over the 
new line to White Pass. Glacier Bay was visited, then Sitka, 
Yakutat Bay, Cook Inlet, and Kadiak Island. Thence the course 
followed the Alaska peninsula to Unalaska, and turned northward 
through Bering Sea to Plover Bay, on the shore of Siberia. The 
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return was made by Port Clarence on the Alaskan side, thence fol- 
lowing nearly the outgoing route to Seattle. 

A short chapter by John Muir describes, or rather enumerates, 
many of the ice streams. The interesting fact appears that since 
the author's first visit in 1879 some of the trunk glaciers about 
Glacier Bay have receded beyond the points of confluence of their 
tributary streams, thus increasing the number of separate glaciers. 
Several new glaciers were found in a fine inlet, now discovered for 
the first time, and named, appropriately, the Harriman Fiord. This 
is a really significant addition to the map of Alaska. 

Mr. George Bird Grinnell contributes a paper on the Natives of 
the Alaska Coast Region. The Alaska Indians are characterized 
as a hardy race, being good mountaineers and brave mariners. 
Their chief food is salmon, and in their canoes, hollowed from a 
single log, they are at home on the sea. They build substantial 
villages, and the totem poles and other forms of native art are 
quite fully illustrated. The first Eskimo were seen at Prince 
William Sound, and the Aleuts at Shumagin Islands. 

Volume II opens with the Discovery and Exploration of Alaska, 
by William Healey Dall, well known as an authority on that region. 
He marks the first period as including visits of Cossacks, and of 
the Bering expeditions, down to 1799. Then the Russian-American 
Company was chartered and held sway until 1867, when a third 
period opens with the ownership of the United States. A fourth 
era begins in 1895 with the development of the Klondike gold- 
fields. The first accurate description of the coast is ascribed to 
Cook, who visited the region in 1778. Transfer to American juris- 
diction was not at first an unmixed blessing, for conditions 
approaching anarchy long prevailed. The work done by the Coast 
Survey, the Geological Survey, and by other Government organiza- 
tions is far larger than is commonly known, and a bibliography of 
4,000 titles upon that region is far from complete. 

A splendidly-illustrated chapter on the Birds is from the pen of 
Mr. Charles A. Keeler of San Francisco. The Forests are described 
by Dr. B. E. Fernow. A review of his paper will be found in Notes 
on American Forests and Forestry, on another page of this 
Bulletin. 

The general geography is treated by Mr. Henry Gannett. The 
extent of the country is enormous, though but half realized. The 
coast is heavily glaciated and deeply fiorded. Two young islands 
appear in Bering Sea — Grewinck being only 17 years old, and Bogos- 
lof 104 years old. Both are volcanic, and a special chapter is 
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devoted to the latter. The mean annual temperature of the Pacific 
Coast belt of Alaska is 54 to 60°. It is about that of Eastport, 
Me., but differs in being cooler in summer and warmer in winter. 
Owing to prevailing dampness, it is a " chilly " climate. The rain- 
fall at Sitka is 105 inches. In .Bering Sea fog is the normal con- 
dition. The Aleutian Islands shut out the warm Pacific waters, 
and sailing is uncertain. The interior of Alaska has a high range 
of temperature, 147 being recorded; while, as would be expected, 
the range at Sitka is much less, 90 . At the same time the interior 
is dry, and has more sunshine in a month than Sitka has in a year. 
The population in 1900 was 63,592, having nearly doubled in the 
previous ten years. Mr. Gannett's adjective for the resources of 
Alaska is — "enormous." In placer gold $5,000,000 came from 
Cape Nome in the summer of 1900. Agriculture, however, is not 
promising in Alaska. A most appreciative word is uttered for the 
scenery, whose "grandeur is more valuable than the gold or the 
fish or the timber, for it will never be exhausted." 

The chapter on the Alaska Atmosphere is by Professor William 
H. Brewer of Yale University, and deals chiefly with the colours of 
the sky. Other papers are: Bogoslof, Our Newest Volcano, by 
Dr. Merriam ; the Salmon Industry, by Mr. Grinnell; and Fox 
Farming, by M. L. Washburn. Mr. Gilbert contributes a note on 
the Physical History of Bogoslof. 

A. P. B. 



Aus den Hochregionen des Kaukasus. Wanderungen, Erlebnisse, Beo- 
bachtungen von Gottfried Merzbacher. Erster Band. Mit 144 
Abbildungen nach Photographien gezeichnet von E. T. Compton, 
Ernst Plate und M. Z. Diemer, und zwei Karten. Zweiter Band. 
Mit 102 Abbildungen nach Photographien gezeichnet von E. T. 
Compton, Ernst Plate, M. Z. Diemer und R. Reschreiter und 
einer Karte. Leipzig, Verlag von Duncker &f Humblot. ipoi. 

The magnitude of this work is oppressive. The first volume 
contains 957, the second 963 closely-printed octavo pages, includ- 
ing an index of 117 pages, thoroughly well done, like the rest of 
the work. It is impossible to review such a book ; nor is it a book 
to be read. It is rather an encyclopaedia to be consulted as an 
authority. 

Mr. Merzbacher devotes his first chapter to the orography and 
structure of the Higher Caucasus. In the centre the axis of the 
chain is composed of crystalline rocks, granite, gneiss, and granu- 



